THE DAWN OF LIBERATION

the sole view of obtaining the fullest and fairest expression of the
national opinion. Besides all this, the partial redistribution authorized
by the recent Act has to be carried through. A start will be made
immediately, not waiting for the end of the German war, but the process
will certainly take several months.

It may therefore be taken as certain that from the moment the King
gives his consent to a dissolution a period of between two and three
months would be required. This also would be fair to the political
parties and candidates, who have to set about one another in the usual
lusty manner. Moreover, in the interval there will undoubtedly have
to be certain financial arrangements made and other matters of business
wound up. It follows therefore that if events should take the course
I have indicated, it would seem that, roughly speaking, there is no
likelihood of a General Election for from seven to nine months from
now. Finally, it is contrary to precedent for Governments to hold on to
office until the last moment of their legal tenure, or legally extended
tenure, and it would be very unwholesome for any practice of that
kind to be introduced. For these reasons we have decided not to
accept any proposals or suggestions such as I have seen bruited about
to reduce the period in the Bill from twelve months to six months, and
I ask to-day, in introducing it, for a twelve months' prolongation of
the life of the present Parliament.

We think that we have given good reasons to the House to show
that the twelve months' period would be a sensible and proper provision
to make at the present time. On the other hand, we must assume that
the Japanese war will have to be carried on for an indefinite period
after the destruction of the Nazi power. Here again there may be the
possibilities of some political upheaval in Japan inducing a sudden
surrender, but it would be very foolish to count upon this in a race
of men of this desperate and barbarous character, whose whole con-
stitution is dominated by the military and naval hierarchies who
dragged them into their mad aggression. When the whole of the
Japanese problem is examined, on military grounds alone it would
certainly not be prudent to assume that a shorter period than eighteen
months after the destruction of Hitler would be required for the final
destruction of the Japanese will or capacity to fight, and this period
must be continually revised every few months by the combined Chiefs
, of Staffs.

The prolongation of the life of the existing Parliament by another
two or three years would be a very serious constitutional lapse. Even
nowj no one under 30 has ever cast a vote at a General Election, or even
at a by-election, since the registers fell out of action at the beginning
of the war. Therefore, it seems to me that, unless all political parties
resolve to maintain the present Coalition until the Japanese are
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